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Over the last decade Urban Data has been on the cutting edge of developments in urban
design and architecture. In many projects that are now implemented and being built we
have tried (and many times accomplished) to give shape and meaning to the new conditions
that uniquely define the 21 first century in China.

In recent years the economic flux and the conditions within which Chinese progress is
expressed through different kinds of projects has transformed immensely. In the practice of
urban data we have encountered contemporary challenges concerning the midsized cities
that we feel will be an important agenda issue for China as a whole in the next 5 to 10 yrs.

In this newsletter we inform you accordingly about the state of midsized cities challenges
and how urban design can help to create healthy, modern and better service cities. We
give a special account of our urban design efforts in Yuxi of Yunnan province and the topics
we consider relevant. We see the Yuxi case as a role model for comparable cities that are
ambitious to become more sustainable, healthy and wealthy and want to give their citizens
an optimistic outlook on life.

This newsletter serves as an invitation for those citygovernments planners, investors and
developers that like to create new perspectives on their own ambitions. Please don’t hesitate
to invite urban data as your sparring partner, and guide in successfully accomplishing better
cities and better futures.
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What is mid-sized city

We take the cities with city area population of 500.000 to 2
million people as mid-size cities. As a group of 181, mid-
sized cities are an important part of the economic jigsaw.
The mid-sized cities are significant stepping stones in the
major economic regions in China. Between them they drive
local economies right across China.

China has become the world’s second-largest economy and
her GDP almost reached 57 trillion CNY (9,185 billion USD)
by 2013 .

The midsized cities account for a significant part of the
BNP but more importantly for the fastest growing part of the
economy as projected in the next 5 to 10 year. Especially
given the recent impulse for domestic urbanization we can
estimate the investment to be located in large group of mid-
sized cities that lag behind in terms of urban development
the first tier cities.
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wWmAd Urban Population

R Midsized Cities

Urban data shows urban planning techniques and strate-
gies that enhance the potential of mid-size cities that aim at
being;

1. Economically competitive
2. Environmental friendly
3. Provide better city service

As a case study to illustrate the basic principles we provide
our recent design and consultancy effort for the city of Yuxi
where we guide the scale leap from 500.000 to one million
people and where we envision the transformation of an at-
tractive but backward city towards a small scale metropolis
that is modern, ecofriendly, healthy and wealthy.
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2011 Urban Population of Midsized Cities
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2011 Total Population of Midsized Cities
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2011 Population Composition of Midsized Cities

£EA0 Urban Population

500,000 - 1,000,000
® 1,000,000 - 1,500,000
@ 1,500,000 - 2,000,000

£8A0 Total Population

540,000 - 4,500,000
4,500,000 - 9,000,000
@ 9,000,000 - 12,385,000
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IN URBANISATION

Mid-sized cities are mainly located in east and middle
region of China. By the year of 2011, 75 cities in east region,
71 in mid region and only 35 in west part.

This midsized city group consists of a large number of third-
tier cities and some less populated second-tier cities.

Due to population yearly changing, the number of cities in
this group changes as well. There are 174 cities in 2001,
186 cities in 2006, and 181 cities in 2011.

Among the mid-sized city group, the most densely populated
area is in the Mideast of China
(Henan, Shandong and Hebei province).

From the scope of entire city group, urban population in mid-
sized cities is always about 25% of total population these
ten years.

But for a single mid-sized city, urban population percentage
from 2001 to 2011 is slowly increasing.
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GDP Comparison of 2001, 2006, 2011

M2001Z20114F, hEim SHMAMARMEL, ART S From 2001 to 2011, Mid-sized cities make the biggest GDP
KGDP 2B E% city group comparing with megacities and small cities.
mAESEHMmHEERALLAMAD, Bide0%rIAO. Also mid-sized cities have the largest population, over 60

percentages of total amounts.

HEPEFHH, B0 HHIGDPIEK F BT T15%, 133 MM

1E10% — 15%, 8MHTHAES% - 8%, —[E—FEZKAIGPDIEK Among mid-sized cities, there are 40 cities with GDP growth
ZEH9. 3%, rate over 15%, 133 cities with 10% - 15%, and 8 cities with
5% - 8%. And in the same year, national GDP growth rate is
?E%;éﬂ?jﬂliﬂ’\lqﬂ%iﬁﬁﬂiééiﬁiﬁ?, FASMXAPERTEL 9.3%.
BEA.
Mid-sized cities with good economy are mainly located in
PER TR BEE eastern coastal area. West and mid cities have development
PERHTABIZ% AN, 1BR26PRAKEAR KX LG, potential.
RESEHMEPELRA, B25XKF2007 AR MHIE Threats of Midsized cities
MMEREAEHYE . MEEMAROE, PEHHERIE Midsized cities take over 60 percentages of population, but
Bekk. GDP contribution isn’t as much as their population propor-
tion.

Though midsized cities have the largest GDP, but the differ-
ence between the other group (population over 2 million) is
smaller and smaller. Due to other development problems,
midsized cities are facing challenges.
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Engaging the Local Economy
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Balancing Natural Resources

11

B P HIPEAX
GROWTH
HALLENGES
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Accessibility of Housing
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Accessibility of Public Services
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Congestion
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Food Safety
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Parking
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Protecting nature
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_ CHANGING
" PLANNING
* PARADIGMS

From a supply driven production to a demand oriented approach.
From quantitative to qualitative approach.

From credit oriented to revenue based.

Shifting focus from extensions and new towns to trans
existing urban tissues.

From top down to bottom up.

Expanding narrative of a city from singular terms to a multidimensional perspective.

From city scale to regional complementarity.

Multidimensional perspectives on social economical spatial cultural and ecological aspects.
Generation Y with stronger ambitions and higher demands.

Demanding another attitude of local provincial and central governments.

14
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MODERN ECO-FRIENDLY AND HEALTHY

Economically Competitive:
Attract investment, talent, tourism
and tourists consistently

EEREREHRITEABRAR

ETIMERRG A

Environmental Friendly:
Clean, green, sustainable and
energy efficient

VALUE BASED
APPROACH



1. BREFET
Economically Competitive
2. IMERYF
Environmental Friendly
3. BAFRVITARSS

Better City Service
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Polycentric

- Green corridors connecting mountains
- Urban development adjust to priority and op-
portunity
- Key projects reflect economic growth strategy
- General green frame provides attractivity and
buildability

\
JEZE
- FEREMBITRERER
- AHEE, A%, HBZE. GREEFBRT
HIERE
- REREE . SIRFIR T 3 REAYERE

Connectivity
- Linkage of green recreation and
slowtraffic
- Linkage of tram, bus, taxi, train and brt
- Linkage of expressway, highway and
local roads

XT3 7%
PLANNING
TECHNIQUES
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POLYCENTRIC
DEVELOPMENT

R )l [ ERLERX
Knowledge Educaiton Mountain Leisure District

District

HEBEFREEC [
ASEAN Business Park

HEBX
Eco Cultural District

qETIERELAEX

Hongta Industrial Park

EWX
Old Town

= ERHTIR

High Speed District

EEEHIRX

Yuxi Hi-tech District

RNEH

Dayingjie District
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Landscape
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EHET
Vitality
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City Centre

Xy

District Centre

Community Centre

W

Connection

A city that has not only one but several city centres, each
containing commercial,financial, political, cultural and social
functions, is called polycentric. These multiplecentres,
although designed as mixed use, may each have a special-
ized function helpingto identify them and allowing them to
complement rather than compete with each other.The ad-
vantages of this method of organization are especially evi-
dent for larger urbanareas. One way in which polycentrism
addresses ecological issues is by reducing traveldistances
and encouraging walking and cycling. The polycentric layout
also provides the benefit of landscape continuity and green
leisure spaces always being nearby urban developments.
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Access to Open Landscape
— | I ] 3L
Wetland Park ’
RHREX
Triditional Block
High Speed Railway I I

YNk
Green Garden Network

BITRERER

Slow Traffic Systems

BiTEE
Bicycle Paths CEETR
RS

New River Landscape

MR IAFNIRIR IR R It
Playgrounds and Leisure
Facilities

HEXAEFESZET
Local Parks and Eco Sttrips

EEEAY7K FR

Connected Watersystems
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TRAM#]

Public Transport Network

TRAM Plan

Vehicle Circulation
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81T

Slow Traffic System

L7k =3

Landscape

Greenway System
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BB AT ABIE

Clear Pedestrian Address
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BITH

Walk Bridges

A 2517
WALKABILI

S FFRUEE

Open Access to Landscape

ST RIEHL

Pedestrian Parkway Design

SBITHIAR S5

Services Nearby

EERANITE
Clear Sidewalk

A LUARERI R TT R

Landscape elements for sitdown

EZENEE
Access to Roof Gardens

$ITRE

Pedestrian Safety

EEFEG

Connection with parkgarage
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Old city of Yuxi walkable city

y of the Old city center
; and should be extended

EESITHHRXRE

Walkable Block Size

900m )
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Walkable urbanism is a development approach that aims
to create pedestrian oriented, mixed use places for people
from all parts of society.

In order to create a walkable city convenient walking dis-
tances need to be guaranteed. Using a polycentric urban
structure inherently reduces travel distances and therefore
encourages walking. By placing urban centres within each
community, residents are more easily, more regularly able to
access services such as commercial, recreational, educa-
tional and medical facilities.

The walking speed of the average adult is approximately
5km/h while 5-20 minutes is considered a comfortable
walking distance. However, what is considered a walkable
distance may vary individually and according to the reason
for walking or the destination.

- 00m,

1557 ¥ LITERE
= 2E 10km
! B E 2%y
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Decrease of Density towards
Mountains

REZFIRELRBILER

Local Lowrise to Maintain Viewcorridors

X ER

Accupunture on Blocklevel

RN BTN

Commercial Emphasis on Urban

S X SR

Nodes Mixing Culture and Commerce

e RESESH A KB

Matching Scale and Height with City Character
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ESHEK

Compound Intensification

FEEREE. ml. RSFALIE
balancing residential commercial
and service programms

DENSITY AND

MIXED USE

SR ZU B L 1 LA LR ZE R

Organisation Along Strong Lines

I 2 FE =S 1)

PROMOTING URBAN PARKSPACE

REHRLE

Integration of Heritage

MIEREESNERHRE
harmonizing balence of big and small
high and low
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Development Intensity Analysis
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FEmEE

Development Density

The city must be a place where people can live in all areas.
Dalily life should reach every corner, creating a service and
commercial fabric that is mixed with the residential. We
promote mixed use city, arriving and giving valuein an equal
way to all districts.

The density strategy is elaborated on analysis of essential,
social, economical and special aspects of the Yuxi urban
society.

The multi dimensional analysis of density development
takes into account infrastructure, topography, development
axes and existing structures.
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Site boundary

Redline

Railway

Interurban railway

Middle quality residential land
Service facilities land

Government & administration's land
Culture & facilities' land

Education & scientific research's land
Sport's land

Medical land

Social welfare facilities' land
Cultural relics' land

Religious land

Commercial land

ZRXNIEES

Mixed-use of Old city
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Effl Legend
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[ ##mEss Activity centre

Commercial street

Open spcace

Business land

Entertainment land

I B4-A#tigHEE LR SR Public facilities land
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High-tech land
Logistics & Warehouse
Complex transport land
Station land

Supply facilities
Environmental facilities
Safety facilities

Park green

Green buffer

Square land

Water
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through urban design E’fr’i%rﬁ'—ﬁlﬁ f\ﬂi%:
building heights harmonize

with surroundings

FRE RE R L G55 85 T HHIE
contrast of old and new big and small %ﬁ@*ﬁﬁ*ﬂ*fléﬁfﬁé\iﬁk?ﬁ#%?ﬁ

enhance city character Color material and style fit city character

EfRERREEN 17
Architectural expression signify streets
and squares

AR S K e W T R AR
trees and water improve
urban microclimate

N ERITIRE MR EE S

Civic public spaces representing importance of .
functions and buildings ERENESSE
Street profile engage local
E%MD“—%EE Eﬁfﬁ climate
emphasis and compassion with
heritage buildings
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Urban Historty of Yuxi
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Orientation towards the mountain
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ERFE BRI R

Yuxi Local color and material

ERFRI HEE

character of streets and squares
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Station Square Business Building



